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two chapters of war and armistice, and only on that ground do I agree
to it.
I say this now, not in criticism, but in faith ; not because I wish to
find fault with the work done, but rather because I feel that in the Treaty
we have not yet achieved the real peace to which our peoples were
looking, and because I feel that the real work of making peace will only
begin after this Treaty has been signed, and a definite halt has thereby
been called to the destructive passions that have been desolating
Europe for nearly five years. This Treaty is simply the liquidation of
the war situation of the world.
The promise of the new life, the victory of the great human ideals,
for which the peoples have shed their blood and their treasure without
stint, the fulfilment of their aspirations towards a new international
order, and a fairer, better world, are not written in this Treaty, and will
not be written in treaties: ' Not in this Mountain, nor in Jerusalem,
but in spirit and in truth,3 as the Great Master said, must the founda-
tions of the new order be laid. A new heart must be given, not only to
our enemies, but also to us ; a contrite spirit for the woes which have
overwhelmed the world ; a spirit of pity, mercy, and forgiveness for the
sins and wrongs which we have suffered. A new spirit of generosity
and humanity, born in the hearts of the peoples in this great hour of
common suffering and sorrow, can alone heal the wounds which have
been inflicted on the body of Christendom.
And this new spirit among the peoples will be the solvent for the
problems which the statesmen have found too hard at the Conference.
There are territorial settlements which will need revision.
There are guarantees laid down which we all hope will soon be found
out of harmony with the new peaceful temper and unarmed state of our
former enemies.
There are punishments foreshadowed over most of which a calmer
mood may yet prefer to pass the sponge of oblivion.
There are indemnities stipulated which cannot be expected without
grave injury to the industrial revival of Europe, and which it will be in
the interests of all to render more tolerable and moderate.
There are numerous pin-pricks which will cease to pain under the
healing influences of the new international atmosphere.
The real peace of the peoples ought to follow, complete, and amend
the peace of the statesmen.
In this Treaty, however, two achievements of far-reaching impor-
tance for the world are definitely recorded. The one is the destruction
of Prussian militarism; the other is the institution of the League of
Nations. / am confident that the League of Notions will yet prove the path
of escape for Europe out of the ruin brought about by this war.
How THE LEAGUE CAN BE DEVELOPED.
But the League is as yet only a form. It still requires the quickening
life, which can only come from the active interest and the vitalizing
contact of the peoples themselves. The new creative spirit, which is once
more moving among the peoples in their anguish, must fill the institution
with life, and with inspiration for the pacific ideals born of this war, and